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Based on the top-selling, award-winning videogame franchise, the HITMAN is a genetically-engineered, elite assassin known only as Agent 47.  His hallmarks are a lethal grace, unwavering precision, and resolute pride in his work.  But even 47 couldn't anticipate a "random equation" in his life of exactitude: the unexpected stirrings of his conscience and the unfamiliar emotions aroused in him by a mysterious Russian woman.  
Timothy Olyphant (Deadwood; Live Free or Die Hard) stars in the title role, a mysterious and complex man of profound contradictions: He was bred from the world’s deadliest criminals, but raised by an exiled brotherhood of the Church.  His very existence seems to be a sin, but he wages a quiet war to rid the world of evil.    He’s brilliant, charismatic and charming – yet reveals little about himself, has no name, and is known only by the last two digits of a barcode tattooed on the back of his head.

Also starring are Dougray Scott (Mission Impossible II; Desperate Housewives), Olga Kurylenko (Paris je t’aime), Robert Knepper (Prison Break), Ulrich Thomsen (Festen), Henry Ian Cusick (“Lost”) and Michael Offei (Casino Royale).
HITMAN is the second feature from director Xavier Gens (Frontier(s)), who imbues the film with a look reminiscent of a graphic novel rich with religious iconography.  Gens’ approach to the material is, like its protagonist, stylized and cool. The producers are Pierre-Ange Le Pogam, Charles Gordon and Adrian Askarieh. 

The screenplay was written by Skip Woods (Swordfish).  HITMAN’s behind-the-scenes team includes Frontier(s) cinematographer Laurent Barès and Oscar®-nominated production designer Jacques Bufnoir (Indochine). 
HITMAN was filmed during 12 weeks on location in Sofia and at Boyana Film Studios in Bulgaria, with a second unit shooting in South Africa, Istanbul, St. Petersburg and London.  

HITMAN began its journey from game console to big screen when producers Charles Gordon and Adrian Askarieh, along with co-producer Daniel Alter, brought the property to Twentieth Century Fox.  EuropaCorp, whose partners include filmmaker Luc Besson (whose directing credits include the classic action films “The Professional” and “La Femme Nikita.”) and producer Pierre-Ange Le Pogam, later joined the project.  At the time, EuropaCorp was in post-production on Frontier(s), from young French director Xavier Gens.  Besson and Le Pogam were so impressed by Gens’ debut feature that they suggested that Fox executives take a look at some scenes from the film.  “At the end of the screening,” recalls Le Pogam, “the Fox executives said, ‘Done! Deal!  He’s the director.’”

In addition to Gens’ work on Frontier(s), which had its North American premiere at the 2007 Toronto International Film Festival, the producers and the studio were impressed by Gens’ extensive experience in many other production capacities – from runner to first assistant director – on several large-scale action films.  Moreover, Gens has a genuine and contagious enthusiasm for films and filmmaking. 

“Xavier is totally passionate about movies,” says Le Pogam. “He is in love with all of the tangible elements of filmmaking and with getting the best from actors.  He’s interested in the journey of a character from start to finish.  Like other very talented people, he also has a gift for attracting a team of equally creative people in every department to work with him.”
Timothy Olyphant credits Gens with his decision to take the title role in HITMAN. “Xavier is a real cinephile,” says the actor.  “Sitting down and talking to him about his ideas and what kind of movie he thought this could be was the closer for me.  He got me very excited about the project.” 

In addition to his passion for films, Gens is an avid gamer, and he was thrilled to be asked to direct a film based on one of his favorite games:  HITMAN, from Eidos Interactive.  As a gaming enthusiast, Gens wanted to remain faithful to the game’s unique style and spirit. As a filmmaker, he was determined to avoid the pitfalls of the videogame-to-film adaptations.  “We wanted the motion picture HITMAN to tell an original and exciting story,” says Gens, “and not just turn the game into a movie.  Our goal was to make something ‘real’ out of an imaginary universe while respecting all of the iconic aspects of the game, which has a lot of devoted fans.” 
To that end, Gens and screenwriter Skip Woods retained much of the game’s mythology and imagery, including 47’s elaborate weaponry, sartorial choices, and trademark fleur-de-lis. “Skip wrote a great script from the source material,” says Le Pogam. “It’s a totally different approach but he kept all the beauty and the basic elements of the videogame and its main character: black suit, white shirt, red tie, bald, and barcode.  The psychological ambiguity and the mystery of the Hitman are still there – where he comes from, what kind of education he received to develop his impressive skills.  
“Agent 47 is a killer who doesn’t take any pleasure from killing,” Le Pogam continues. “He is a professional. He just does his job.  And this is why he is so enigmatic. We are always considering why he does what he does.”
 Armed with Woods’ script, an expert production team and a stellar international cast, Gens drew his inspiration from other films far removed from the computer game genre.  “What attracted me to HITMAN was the originality of the different characters and the atmosphere - the graphic universe in which the movie is set,” he says.  “I thought I could make something really dark, a combination thriller and action movie.”
In creating the film’s title character Gens and Woods looked to the compelling loners more associated with Westerns or the solitary spies of Cold War-era thrillers.  “I wanted 47 to be a kind of lone hero,” Gans says.  “He has a profound loneliness and an almost mythical quality.”

Every fan of the HITMAN videogame franchise undoubtedly had an actor in mind to fill the well-polished shoes of Agent 47.  But after seeing Timothy Olyphant’s performance in Live Free or Die Hard, the filmmakers knew they had found their man.

“When I met Tim, it was a real revelation,” says Gens.  “He has something interesting going on – he’s a really nice guy, very cool, but he also has a ‘dark’ quality.  I thought he could really pull off 47’s search for his own humanity.
“The actor playing 47 had to possess physical strength, intensity, grace and elegance,” Gens continues.  “On the first day of shooting when Tim arrived on set, he was exactly the character everybody had been dreaming about.” 
Before taking on the role, Olyphant spent six weeks in a gym with a personal trainer, whose attitude Olyphant describes as, “Let’s bring Tim into the gym for an hour and a half and see if we can’t make him throw up.”  Olyphant also practiced with automatic weapons on a firing range.   The finishing touch in turning Olyphant into Agent 47 was the shaving of his head to mirror the character’s iconic bald pate.  (Olyphant drew the line at permanently assuming the role: 47’s barcode tattoo was applied by transfer before each day’s shooting).  
Olyphant is sanguine about going completely bald for the part:  “I’ll be honest,” he says. “I thought the costumes were cool but the haircut -- not so much. The day they shaved my head, my first thought was, If only I could do this job with my hair.  But you let go of that after a while because there’s something about the shaved head and the tattoo on the back of the skull that is really striking.  
“There is something very violent and cold-blooded about 47 but at the core, he’s a guy who’s doing his job, day in and day out,” Olyphant continues.  “It seems like a rather lonely existence and he’s emotionally detached from his work – I guess you’d have to be detached to do that job.  But it’s true of anyone in a very high level position who operates on their own. They try to keep things as simple, unemotional and organized as possible because it allows them to keep the mind clear and be able to do the work.”
Agent 47’s hyper-orderly life and clear mind are unexpectedly complicated when he meets Nika, a Russian prostitute who stirs Agent 47’s conscience and makes him begin to question the nature of his line of work.  Actress Olga Kurylenko says the role helps elevate HITMAN beyond typical action movie fare. “I like emotion, and the film delivers that along with great action,” she says.  “When I got to the set and I saw how Xavier was directing it, that’s when I understood that it was definitely far from all the other movies based on a video game.  I hope people are going to really care for the characters.” 

“Nika is a catalyst in 47’s internal struggle,” says Le Pogam.  “He’s in the middle of all this political turmoil, embroiled in external conflicts, and dealing with people he needs to kill and with those who want to kill him.  In the middle of all that, Nika appears.  She is beautiful, tough and charming – and she cares about him. But he's not used to that at all.  Nobody told him that people could have natural relationships, and that turns his life upside down.”

Further complicating 47’s mission is the relentless pursuit by Interpol agent Mike Whittier, who has been tracking the assassin for years. Like 47, Mike is a multi-layered character that Dougray Scott, the actor who plays him, thinks helps bring another dimension to the film.  “It’s always to the benefit of any action movie when you have well-rounded characters,” says Scott. “It helps the film because it creates a sense of believability about the world the characters occupy. Anything that goes towards realism within the confines of the genre is a great thing. It’s very easy just to sit back and say that because it’s an action movie, it’s all about the action. But it’s not.  Xavier understands that and all the actors understand that as well.”
“Dougray is a really intense actor, he has something deep inside,” says Gens.  “When we first met, I spoke to him about the character of Mike in terms of his family.  Mike is a real family man but he’s also obsessed with catching Agent 47. The hunt for 47 is like a disease for him because it’s a quest to catch the devil in himself.  Dougray found interesting ways to add nuances to his character.” 
Joining Olyphant, Scott and Kurylenko in the cast is Robert Knepper, best known for his role as the villainous Theodore Bagwell on the hit FOX series “Prison Break.”  Knepper, too, appreciated the character shadings. “On paper, some of the characters, including mine, do terrible things,” says the actor, who plays the role of a devious Russian agent in HITMAN. “Either you’re the Hitman and you kill people, or you’re the guy going after the Hitman who is also corrupt and kills people.  And then you find the humanity of these characters and you realize that no one is all good, no one’s all bad.” 

Also taking on a key “role” is the Bulgarian capital of Sofia, which stood in for the story’s Russian locations.  “We decided to shoot in Bulgaria because we had a lot of sets in the studio and locations with which to make a rich and imaginative world,” says Gens. “The story mostly takes place in and around St. Petersburg but we wanted something with more of a 1950s or ‘60s Soviet spy movie feel – something cold and dark.”  To provide added richness and texture, the producers sent a second unit under the direction of Olivier Megaton to shoot a big action scene in South Africa.  
“We wanted to make a dark, edgy movie which was beautifully shot, with well-drawn characters and a uniquely graphic look and feel,” says Le Pogam.  “Sofia has beautiful locations, including a cathedral, law courts, universities, and a train station. We put these very modern characters against architecture from different centuries to provide the film with the dark side we were looking for.” 

As he put the finishing touches on HITMAN, Gens reflects on his hopes for the film.  “I want the gamers to be happy but I also want the audience to experience the movie as a kind of modern Western, something gothic but with a bit of poetry.  There’s a lot of emotion and there’s some really strong action. Agent 47 is a violent man, but also a man searching his conscience. It’s a story of redemption for him – a chance to find his own humanity and start a new life. Of course, whether 47 will achieve this a key element of the story.”
ABOUT THE CAST 
TIMOTHY OLYPHANT (Agent 47) has an impressive list of film and television credits, both in drama and in comedy.  He attracted international attention in the role of Seth Bullock in the HBO series Deadwood and recently more than held his own as the nemesis of Bruce Willis’s John McClane in Twentieth Century Fox’s smash hit Live Free or Die Hard.  

Olyphant’s versatility is ably demonstrated by his starring role opposite Jennifer Garner in Sony Pictures’ romantic comedy Catch and Release and in director Kimberly Peirce’s upcoming drama Stop Loss produced by Scott Rudin, in which he plays a Marine Corps general in Iraq.  He will also star alongside Aaron Eckhart and Jessica Alba in an independent film, Bill.
In 2004, Olyphant co-starred with Elisha Cuthbert and Emile Hirsch in the Twentieth Century Fox/Regency Enterprises production The Girl Next Door.  Other notable film credits include Castle Rock Entertainment’s adaptation of Stephen King’s bestseller, Dreamcatcher, directed by Lawrence Kasdan; Rock Star directed by Stephen Herek; Gone in 60 Seconds and A Man Apart.  In addition, Olyphant starred as Mickey in Scream 2; in the independent film 1999; in Danny Boyle’s A Life Less Ordinary with Cameron Diaz and Ewan McGregor and in The First Wives Club. 

Olyphant attended the 2002 Sundance Film Festival for the competition screening of Coastlines in which he starred as an ex-con who returns to his hometown and becomes involved with his best friend’s wife.  Written and directed by Victor Nunez, Coastlines co-starred Josh Brolin and Sarah Wynter.   Also in 2002, Olyphant starred together with Zach Braff, John Mahoney and Dean Cain in Sony Classics’ Broken Hearts Club—A Romantic Comedy, which told the story of a close-knit group of young gay men struggling to cope with their identities and finding common ground on the softball field.  In 1999, Olyphant received excellent notices as drug dealer Todd Gaines in Doug Liman’s critically acclaimed Go.  

On television, Olyphant appeared in John Irvin’s HBO film When Trumpets Fade and ABC’s acclaimed drama, High Incident.  He made his television debut with the Warner Bros. series 77 Sunset Strip and appeared in the CBS Hallmark Hall of Fame special Ellen Foster starring Julie Harris. Olyphant has also made guest appearances on popular shows including My Name is Earl and Sex in the City.

Born in Hawaii and raised in California, Olyphant attended the University of Southern California where he developed an interest in the fine and performing arts and studied drawing, painting, sculpture, theatre and stand-up comedy.  Upon graduation, Olyphant moved to New York to study acting with William Esper.  In New York, he received the World Theater Award for Outstanding Debut Performance for his role as Tim Hapgood in the Playwrights Horizons production of The Monogamist written by Christopher Kyle.  He went on to star in David Sedaris’ one-man show, Santaland Diaries directed by Joe Mantello at the Atlantic Theater. Olyphant recently returned to Playwrights Horizons to star in Kyle’s Plunge.

On the side, Olyphant has been a regular contributor Monday to Friday on the Indie 103.1 radio station in Los Angeles where he delivers the morning sports report. 
DOUGRAY SCOTT (Mike Whittier) was born in Glenrothes, Fife, Scotland, where he attended Auchmuty High School.  He trained at the Welsh College of Music and Drama where he received the "Most Promising Drama Student" award before making his television debut in 1992 on popular British shows Taggart and Lovejoy and soon after, taking a starring role in the miniseries Tell Tale Hearts.  

Scott made his feature debut in 1994 appearing in Black Beauty and Princess Caraboo before returning to television in a variety of series and one-off dramas including Soldier Soldier, The Place of the Dead and The Crow Road.  In 1997, he appeared in the black comedy Twin Town followed by Love in Paris, Magic Moments and Regeneration. In 1998, he appeared in Deep Impact and took the romantic lead in the box office hit Ever After opposite Drew Barrymore for which he received a Blockbuster Entertainment Award nomination as Favorite Male Newcomer. 
In 2000, Scott played the villain in Mission: Impossible II for which he received another Blockbuster Entertainment Award nomination, this time as Favorite Villain. In 2002, he starred in the WWII drama Enigma opposite Kate Winslet and appeared in Liliana Cavani’s Ripley’s Game with John Malkovich.  The following year, he took a producing credit and co-starred with Tim Roth in the historical drama To Kill a King as well as taking the lead in the thriller The Poet. 
Other notable feature credits include The Truth About Love opposite Jennifer Love Hewitt, Bill Forsyth’s Gregory’s Two Girls, David Kane’s This Year’s Love and more recently, Walter Salles’ Dark Water opposite Jennifer Connelly, and the stylish vampire story Perfect Creature.   
On television, Scott appeared in the recurring role of Ian Hainsworth in the hugely popular series Desperate Housewives.  He appeared as Moses in the Emmy Award nominated miniseries The Ten Commandments and played Sultan Schariar in the Emmy winning Arabian Nights.  

On stage, Scott has appeared in Sam Mendes’ production of To the Green Fields Beyond at London’s Donmar Warehouse in the critically-acclaimed role of Scottish tank commander Lt. Child.  He also starred in the title role of Becket in John Caird’s West End production alongside Jasper Britton. 

 
Scott lives in Los Angeles and in the UK. 
OLGA KURYLENKO (Nika) recently co-starred as a lovelorn vampire opposite Elijah Wood in Paris, je t’aime and in starring roles in Eric Barbier’s thriller The Serpent and Diane Bertrand’s The Ring Finger for which she received the Best Actress award at The Brooklyn International Film Festival in 2006.  She recently had a role in Tyranny, directed by John Beck Hoffman.  

On French television, the multilingual Kurylenko appeared in the miniseries Suspectes and the drama The Good Luck Charm.  
In her career as a top European model, Kurylenko has appeared in numerous advertising campaigns, including Kenzo, Helena Rubenstein and Just Cavalli, with magazine covers including US Glamour as well as French Elle, Madame Figaro and Marie Claire.  

 
Kurylenko lives in Paris.

ROBERT KNEPPER (Yuri Marklov), after working on stage and screen for more than 25 years, became a household name in his ongoing tour de force as the terrifying Theodore ‘T-Bag’ Bagwell in the hit FOX series Prison Break.  For his superlative performance as the kind of guy who gives predatory lifers a bad name, Knepper has been recognized by a variety of groups ranging from the international press to teenagers across America. 
On the big screen, Knepper has appeared in George Clooney’s acclaimed Good Night and Good Luck; opposite Bruce Willis in Hostage; in Woody Allen’s Everyone Says I Love You; Species III; Swatters; Love and Sex; Young Guns II; Renegades; Wild Thing and in his feature debut in Blake Edwards’ That’s Life. 

Knepper’s numerous television credits include recurring roles on the series Carnivale, Thieves, Haunted and Presidio Med.  He has guest-starred on hit series including ER and The West Wing and starred in the miniseries Jackie, Ethel, Joan: The Women of Camelot. 
On stage, Knepper has appeared in a wealth of productions, beginning with his early years in community theatre and his student days at Northwestern University.  Among many productions, he appeared off-Broadway in The Philanthropist at Stage 73, Romance, Ice Cream and Hot Fudge and A Midsummer Night’s Dream at The Public Theater, Romeo and Juliet at the Delacorte Theater and Lake No Bottom at the McGinn-Cazale Theater.  He has also appeared in many productions in Chicago including Nebraska at the Warren Theatre and starred in London opposite Claire Higgins in the National Theatre production of Tennessee Williams’ Sweet Bird of Youth.  
 
ULRICH THOMSEN (Belicoff) has worked with many acclaimed European directors and is one of Europe’s most sought after actors, starring in over 25 international productions.  He was introduced to worldwide audiences in his leading role as a member of Denmark’s most dysfunctional family in Thomas Vinterberg’s Festen (The Celebration), for which he received his first Best European Actor nomination at the European Film Academy Awards. The film won the Cannes Jury Prize among many others and became an arthouse hit, cementing the impact of the Dogma era in contemporary cinema.  

Last year, Thomsen starred in two features in competition at the Sundance Film Festival, Allegro and Adam’s Apples.  He has consistently garnered critical acclaim in numerous European films, including, The Greatest Heroes, The Inheritance and Brothers.  He won a Best Actor award from the Danish Film Academy, as well as several other international awards, for his work in Greatest Heroes, Adam’s Apples and The Inheritance.  For his performance in Brothers, he received his second Best European Actor nomination and won the prestigious Best Actor award at the San Sebastian Film Festival.  
Thomsen’s international feature films include The World is Not Enough, The Weight of Water, Max, Killing Me Softly and Kingdom of Heaven.  
On television, Thomsen guest starred on the hit series Alias and in the BBC miniseries, The Virgin Queen.  He co-starred in the mini-series The Company. 
MICHAEL OFFEI (Jenkins) appeared on the big screen in the James Bond blockbuster Casino Royale.   He is familiar to very small members of the British television audience from the BBC children’s channel CBeebies and its series, The Story Makers. 
HENRY IAN CUSICK (Udre Belicoff) stars as Desmond on the hit television series “Lost,” for which he was nominated for a 2006 Emmy Award for outstanding guest actor in a drama series.
Cusick trained at The Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama before joining the Citizens Theatre, where he played his first leading roles, including Dorian Gray in The Picture of Dorian Gray, Hamlet in The Marowitz Hamlet and Horner in The Country Wife.  At the Edinburgh International Festival, he appeared as Stolzius in The Soldiers and as Tasso in Torquato Tasso, for which he received a special commendation for the Ian Charleson Award.

 
Other theatre credits include roles as Cassio in Othello, Demetrius in A Midsummer Nights Dream and Pompey in Antony and Cleopatra for the Royal Shakespeare Company; Green in Richard II, Arthur in The Machine Wreckers and Dollabella in Antony and Cleopatra for the Royal National Theatre; Nick in The LA Plays for The Almedia and Le Vicomte De Valmont in Les Liaisons Dangereuses for the Liverpool Playhouse.

Cusick appeared in numerous British television productions, including starring roles in the series “Casualty,” “The Book Group” and “Two Thousand Acres of Sky,” guest-starring roles in “Happiness,” “Waking the Dead” and “Midsomer Murders,” and leading roles in the telefilms “Murder Rooms: The White Knight Stratagem,” “Dinosaur Hunters” and “Carla”.  He also starred in Scottish Television’s “Taggart.”  In the U.S., he had a recurring role on “24” and appeared in the Lifetime movie “Perfect Romance.”
His big screen credits include Possession, Half Light, 9/Tenths, and The Gospel of John.   He will soon be seen in the 20th Century Fox Film Hitman as Udre.

Born in Peru and raised in Trinidad and Scotland, he now lives in Oahu with his wife Annie and their three boys.
ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS
XAVIER GENS (Director) cut his directorial teeth as a production runner and trainee AD on the sets of a variety of big budget features including Ronin, Maximum Risk, Double Team and Le Bossu.  In his free time, he made short films and even a feature of sorts shot on VHS with the help of his equally enthusiastic if impoverished friends.  
Some of these early efforts (notably the 35mm shorts Born to Kast, and Au Petit Matin which appeared in the official selection at Venice and won the Grand Prize at the Cognac Film Festival) were good enough to serve as calling cards for work as a video director. Gens proceeded to make some 40 music videos and commercials before being hired to direct an episode of the French television mini-series Sable Noir (Black Sand).   This in turn persuaded the producers at EuropaCorp and potential financiers that he was ready to embark on his first feature as writer and director, the very stylish and assured horror thriller/gorefest, Frontier(s).  HITMAN is Gens’ second feature film.  
SKIP WOODS’ (Screenplay) feature screenplays include the thriller Swordfish starring John Travolta, Halle Berry and Hugh Jackman.  He previously wrote and directed the crime thriller Thursday starring Thomas Jane and Aaron Eckhart. 
PIERRE-ANGE LE POGAM (Producer) is a member of the management board and chief executive officer at EuropaCorp. 

After managing a movie theater and serving as director for the independent distribution company, Les Films Molière, created by Tony Molière, Le Pogam became programming director at GIE Gaumont-Pathé in early 1981.  In 1985, he became distribution director at Gaumont. The innovative promotional techniques he developed helped turn Gaumont into France’s leading film distributor, with major hits like The English Patient (1997), The Visitors (1993), The Dinner Game (1998) and Les Rivières Pourpres, directed by Matthieu Kassovitz (2000). He also played a key role, along with Bill Mechanic, in the formation in 1993 of Gaumont BuenaVista International, a film distribution joint venture between Gaumont and the Disney group.

Le Pogam and filmmaker Luc Besson’s first hit together at Gaumont was Subway. Subsequently, nearly all the films that Besson made with Gaumont between 1985 and 1999 sold more than three million tickets at the box office, including The Big Blue, Nikita, Léon, The Fifth Element and The Messenger: The Story ofJoan of Arc.

After becoming deputy chief executive officer of Gaumont in 1997, where he was responsible for theatre distribution, video and TV sales, international sales, acquisitions, and theatre booking, Le Pogam continued to develop Gaumont’s international sales using groundbreaking promotional techniques which he applied for the first time in Besson’s The Fifth Element.  The film became France’s biggest export success of all time, with international box office revenues of over $264 million, excluding France.   Le Pogam’s innovative promotional methods were also used for The Dinner Game and The Crimson Rivers.

He resigned from his position at Gaumont in September 2000.  Shortly thereafter, Besson and Le Pogam co-founded EuropaCorp, where Le Pogam became development director, before assuming the role of deputy chief executive officer in December 2001. Since March 2007, he has been a member of the management board and chief executive officer of EuropaCorp.  

CHARLES GORDON (Producer) Referred to by Time Magazine as “one of the great male-weepie auteurs” for his movies Field of Dreams (Christopher Award, three Acadamy Award® nominations including Best Picture) and October Sky (Christopher Award, Humanitas Award, Broadcast Film Critics Award), Chuck Gordon’s movie themes cut across all genres.  Currently, Gordon is busy preparing Spyhunter based on the Midway video game to be directed by Paul Anderson for NBC/Universal Pictures.
Gordon just finished “Rock My Closet,” a televison pilot for MTV (created by his daughter Kathryn) and most recently produced The Girl Next Door directed by Luke Greenfield (The Animal).

Since 1988, Gordon has produced motion pictures that have grossed over $1 billion worldwide, such as Die Hard, Die Hard II: Die Harder, Lock Up, K-9, The Rocketeer, Unlawful Entry, and Waterworld, to name a few. 

Gordon arrived in Los Angeles more than a quarter century ago from his native Mississippi, and made his entry into the entertainment industry as an agent.  He later turned to writing and producing for television.  In a five-year period, he achieved the formidable feat of personally creating and producing five television pilots and getting three series on the air.  Some of his television credits include the critically acclaimed Our Family Honor, The Renegades, Just Our Luck and When the Whistle Blows.
Gordon then turned his talents to feature films.  Beyond sheer grosses for his motion pictures, Gordon has established and maintained relationships with the top creative people in Hollywood such as Kevin Costner, Bruce Willis, George Clooney, Julia Roberts, Ray Liotta, and many others.  As a former agent himself, he understands the importance of working with key representatives for screenwriters, directors as well as actors.

Gordon and his wife, Lynda, have three daughters and live in the Los Angeles area.

ADRIAN ASKARIEH (Producer), a former entertainment attorney, parlayed his passion and interest for video games and comic books to forge strong relationships with creators and companies in both industries.  He has utilized his relationships within the interactive community to secure rights to some of the biggest video game titles for feature film adaptation, including HITMAN.  

Askarieh is an independent producer whose company, Prime Universe Productions, Inc., is based in Los Angeles, CA.  In addition to HITMAN, Askarieh’s other projects include: Spyhunter, based on the legendary video game, set up at Universal with Paul Anderson (Alien VS. Predator) attached to direct; Kane and Lynch, another video game project from the creators of HITMAN, which is set up at Lionsgate Films with Jieho Lee (The Air I Breathe) set to direct in the Fall of 2007; Hack/Slash, based on the best-selling comic book series, set up at Rogue Pictures with music video director Todd Lincoln set to direct in the Fall of 2007; The Lost Squad, based on the best-selling graphic novel, also set up at Rogue Pictures with visionary commercial and music video directors Saint and Mather (Prey Alone) attached to direct, and Jonny Quest, based on the classic animated series, set up at Warner Brothers and eyed as a major tentpole franchise. 

JANOS FLOSSER (Executive Producer) has been in the entertainment industry for more than 29 years, producing and directing music, television, film and games. In 1998 he successfully established Io Interactive, a Danish game studio, together with six partners. Flösser's productions include such prominent bestselling games as the Hitman series (Hitman: Codename 47, Hitman: Silent Assassin, Hitman: Contracts and Hitman: Blood Money), Freedom Fighters and Kane & Lynch: Dead Men, the latter due to release in November 2007.  These games have strong narratives, cinematic settings, and some of the most remarkable video games characters ever seen.  Io Interactive is part of British game publisher Eidos Interactive.

DANIEL ALTER (Co-Producer) began his career as a literary manager with Energy Entertainment, which at the time had a first-look deal with producer Neal Mortiz (The Fast and the Furious, Swat, XXX).  Next, he launched his Alter Ego Entertainment banner, whose debut feature is HITMAN.  
Other projects in development include the independent comic book company Devil's Due Publishing's Hack/Slash and Lost Squad, both of which are set-up at Universal's genre arm, Rogue Pictures.  With Hack/Slash, about a young girl who travels the country hunting "slashers" (like the fictional Michael Myers, Freddy Krueger and Jason Vorhees), Alter hopes to re-invent the horror genre he loves so much, much like Scream did in 1996.  Lost Squad, set during World War II, is about a unit sent behind enemy lines to match wits with Hitler's agents who were obsessed with the occult. 

Alter is also developing a feature adaptation of Kane & Lynch: Dead Men, a new videogame from the creators of HITMAN, set-up at Lionsgate; and a live-action update of the Hanna-Barbera cartoon series Jonny Quest, at Warner Bros.
LAURENT BARES (Cinematographer) previously worked with director Xavier Gens on the latter’s directorial debut Frontier(s).   His feature credits as a director of photography include the upcoming A l’Interieur, Fais-Moi des Vacances (We Need a Vacation) and the award-winning Pour Rire!   Bares trained as a camera assistant on Roman Polanski’s Death and the Maiden and served as a camera operator on Regis Wargnier’s Oscar©-winning Indochine.  
JACQUES BUFNOIR (Production Designer) received a César for his work on Regis Wargnier’s foreign language Oscar©-winner Indochine and an Emmy for Tony Richardson’s mini-series The Phantom of the Opera.   He has worked on numerous projects with Luc Besson and EuropaCorp including Angel-A, Unleashed starring Morgan Freeman and Jet Li, Fanfan La Tulipe and Taxi 3.  His many feature film credits also include James Ivory’s A Soldier’s Daughter Never Cries, Claude Lelouch’s Les Miserables, Diane Kurys Coup de Foudre and most recently Gérard Krawczyk’s L’Auberge Rouge.  

CARLO RIZZO (Editor) previously worked with director Xavier Gens on Frontier(s) and the Sable Noir series television drama Fotografik as well the short thriller, Au Petit Matin.  He has also worked with HITMAN’s second unit director Olivier Megaton on his Sable Noir episode La Maison de ses Reves and short film Angie. Other credits include JG Biggs’ Cry in Silence.  
ANTOINE VAREILLE’s (Editor) recent feature credits include Jean-Baptiste Andrea’s Big Nothing and Dead End, and James Huth’s Hellphone and French hit surfer comedy Brice de Nice. 
GEOFF ZANELLI (Composer) wrote the scores for films “House of D,” directed by David Duchovny; and Secret Life, starring Johnny Depp.  He has composed additional music for some of the biggest films of recent years, including the three Pirates of the Caribbean pictures, Shark Tale, The Last Samurai, Pearl Harbor, Chicken Run and many others.  He won an Emmy award for outstanding music composition for a miniseries, movie or a special, for his work on “Into the West.” 
OLIVIER BERIOT (Costume Designer) was nominated for a César award for his work on The King is Dancing.  His many other motion picture credits include The Diving Bell and the Butterfly, Arthur and the Invisibles, Paris, je t’aime, Bandias and Absolutely Fabulous.
RASMUS GULDBERG-KJÆR created the Hitman character. Guldberg-Kjær is one of the most talented art directors in Scandinavia. A graduate from The Danish School of Design, he is the Creative Director for the most successful Danish Game Studio, Io Interactive.  His original design of the Hitman game character established Agent 47 as one of the most outstanding industry icons over the last decade. His contribution to games such as Hitman, Freedom Fighters and Kane & Lynch: Dead Men provides the stylish and uncompromised quality that ensures these games into classics. Prior to working at Io Interactive Rasmus worked with Danish filmmakers Hokus Bogus, Nordisk Film and global advertising agency Young & Rubicam.
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